382                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

cheat, a mere cheat and delusion, to abuse the Igno-
rant world, impose upon the weak, and, if possible,
gain themselves a character and a fame of know-
ledge and wisdom, in order to pick pockets, and get
money.

How many tricks do they play with mankind!
how many frauds do they put upon us ! under how
many sham-appearances do they juggle with us!
It is plain, when any sublime doctrine comes to be
discussed by them, they are all in the dark; they
neither can conceive right themselves, or teach us
how to make a right judgment of anything, but ap-
pear to be empty, ignorant creatures themselves ;
who have, like Jacob Behemen, got a high cant of
mystic language, words without meaning, and, as
I said before, valued only for their being unintel-
ligible, and that entirely so ; and very particularly
too, for that they are so put together, that not only
nobody that hears them can understand them, but
that they do not understand them themselves.

This certainly is the just character of most of the
magicians we meet with in our times; what may have
been formerly, or what may yet be, where the Devil
has really a correspondence with any of these peo-
ple, and if there are any Albrahazens alive, I will
not determine; but then, I say, either these must
have a more than intimate converse with the Devil
personally, as Ali had, or they must do it by way of
familiar, by a constant attending agent; and then
they are no more magicians, but necromancers, and
downright dealers with the Devil; and this is not
what we are talking of, it is not what they pretend
to, nor is it really in them.

To bring it then down to the case in hand, I
mean, about raising the Devil; the present question
Is of two parts; first, whether the magicians have
a power to raise the Devil, that is, to produce an
appearance or apparition of the Devil. This, I say,